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STATE PRESIDENT’S PATCH —March 2016
Already two months are gone in our 2016 year.
What has Tasmanian Rostrum achieved so far? What have
individual clubs achieved?


thanks go to Martin Stone (C2), Clarrie Pryor (C14), Reg Harvey (C11) and Diane
Golden (C3) for their teamwork and homework. Refer to the minutes of the State
Council meeting dated 21 November 2015 for more detail.
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In the next month, the amended constitution document will be submitted to the
Tasmanian Department of Justice, Consumer Affairs & Fair Trading, for registration.



Club 3 organised a well-publicised debate against 3 parliamentarians as part of
International Women’s Day events. 40 people attended, plus a group of 15 school
students. See Spr Diane Golden’s article, (Pages 4 and 5) for more details.

State Council has endorsed appointment of three Training coordinators, one in each
region. Our thanks to Jenny Fraser (Nth), Helen Hutchinson (NW), and Martin Stone
(Sth). I am sure that the combination of local work with collaborative planning will be
a benefit to Tasmanian Rostrum as a whole.



Congratulations to Tess McDonagh (C11) for a well-deserved elevation to Freeman. A
small adjustment of the normal State Council meeting schedule allowed Fmn David
Matters to conduct the ceremony. See Page 2 for more details.



Thank you to Michael Evans (C3), for offering to take up the challenges of state
webmaster. Contact Michael by email michael.7vans@gmail.com .
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Club 11 re-scheduled their regular Thursday meeting to allow our National President
Fmn David Matters to attend. Guests from the Wynyard club and several others
created a lively forum of 30 people.
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Competition & 11

State Council has passed a significant amendment to
the Tasmanian Rostrum Constitution. The review of
the Rostrum process for membership (Clauses 7 and
8) that was undertaken by a statewide working group
in 2015 has been approved with very little
amendment from the original recommendations. Our

In the “President’s Patch” for November 2015, I wrote about some of the challenges that
Rostrum clubs have. Now, I ask clubs what have they put in place for 2016?


How are you promoting Rostrum?



Have you updated your club web-page? (Contact our webmaster Michael Evans)



Are you inviting visitors, guest speakers?

Do you have any contributions to 
future newsletters? Please send
them to me entitled Word Power 
with your name and club number

either by email or snail mail.

Are you ready for visitors, with a business card, an information sheet or similar?
Is the speaking program adjusted to meet needs of new members?
Are you inviting a guest critic from another club?

Spr Gai Cunningham,

Fmn Dave Asten

gai.cunningham@gmail.com

President Tasmanian Rostrum.

17 Abbott St Burnie 7320

8 March 2016.

Page 2

Wordpower

Spr Tess McDonagh is presented with the Award of Freemanship by the National President of the Australian Rostrum
Council, Fmn David Matters, who had travelled from NSW to do this on Saturday 27th February.

On Saturday 27 February 2016, Tasmanian Rostrum was honoured with a visit to Burnie by the National President
of Australian Rostrum, Freeman David Matters.
A highlight of David’s visit was to conduct the induction of Speaker Tess McDonagh as Freeman. Burnie Club 11
members put together their nomination with the discretion required and contacts in New South Wales provided
Tess’s Rostrum history in Wagga Wagga 20 years ago.
A debate between the AGM and a scheduled State Council meeting provided a good reason for 30 members to
attend the meetings, and celebrate Tess’s induction.
The audience enjoyed the cut and thrust of the debate (“That men are feminist’s best asset”) between a team from
the Burnie & Wynyard clubs, and the two Launceston clubs.
Club 11 also re-scheduled their regular meeting to Friday evening and invited guests from Wynyard and other
Tasmanian clubs. Fmn David appreciated Tasmania’s hospitality, and spoke briefly about his belief in the
importance to Rostrum of an active social media presence, clubs being prepared for visitors, and being able to
deliver shorter membership options.
I congratulate Fmn Tess on her well deserved honour, and thank Club 11 for being such good hosts.
Fmn Dave Asten
President Tasmanian Rostrum.
"Quality means doing it right when no one is looking." - Henry Ford
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What has joining Rostrum done for you?
My twenty-year relationship with Rostrum has added a number of bows to my quiver:
I can stand before an audience and speak to a topic or argue a point without feeling consumed by fear. I look forward to the
challenge.
It has given me an appreciation of the English language and a desire to articulate my thoughts eloquently.
People believe what I say: I have become more credible. Occasionally for fun I like to espouse knowledge on a topic which I
know is fictitious to see if my victim falls for the trap. Invariably I carve up, the victim swallows the bait and reluctantly I
confess to my shenanigans.
Being able to think on your feet is an asset. When I was a fledgling Rostrumite I spent hours preparing speeches. My approach
to preparing speeches has changed considerably: I spend thirty minutes researching an unknown topic then I assemble the
speech in my head as I go about my day, working on the opening and concluding sentences and visualising the delivery. I enjoy
impromptu speaking because I have to draw on intellectual and emotional speaking facets simultaneously and instantaneously.
Your audience is first and foremost. I was a member of Rostrum for a number of years when it occurred to me that before
delivering a presentation or speech I needed to work out what would interest the audience, not what I wanted to tell them. I
liken it to buying a gift for someone: you need to buy a gift the recipient will like, not what you want to buy for yourself albeit
sometimes it can be the same.
Being critiqued week in and week out by Rostrum stalwarts has pruned me into shape. When a pernicious habit re-emerges,
especially when chairing a meeting I’m topiaried back into shape.
What joys and challenges have you had in Rostrum?
As you journey through life you meet many people who enrich your life: they nurture, instil confidence and make you feel
welcome, so welcome that they become friends for life. I have found such people in Rostrum both in New South Wales and
Tasmania.
On the 27th February I was elevated to the title and distinction of Freeman of Rostrum; a most unexpected and joyous
moment. I have always admired Rostrum Freeman: their commitment to the organisation and knowledge. I will follow in their
footsteps.
When I was a member of Club 16 in Wagga Wagga New South Wales I was the Voice of Youth convenor for the region. It can be
challenging enthusing schools and students to enter this national speaking competition especially if they think their opposition
can’t be beaten. This was the case one particular year when a student from St Michaels, Wagga entered. This student had
entered the previous year and had blitzed the field. At 15 years of age he had public speaking down to a fine art so much so no
one wanted to get into the same ring. I made countless number of calls to school but to no avail. It was a one horse race that
year in the junior regional final of Voice of Youth.
Where has Rostrum taken you in your life?
Once people twig that you belong to the Rostrum fraternity many doors open. I have been an executive member of many
school, sporting and community organisations. I’m currently serving a third consecutive term on the Marist Regional College
Board in Burnie. I’m the incumbent North West Regional Vice President of Rostrum Tasmania; a position I have held for four
years.
One of the more contentious places I have worn my Rostrum mitre is King Island. In 2013, I was asked to chair a community
meeting on the Island to gauge the level of support for Hydro Tasmania’s proposed Taswind Project, once the community had
had time to digest the economic feasibility study. The project aimed to harvest wind from 200 turbines. This project sliced a
knife through what was otherwise a harmonious community. I’m proud to say that many years of Rostrum chairmanship came
to the fore: everyone who wanted to express their opinion did without fear or favour and those who tried to dominate were
put in their box.
What would you say to a newly joined member?
Make certain your club programming officer knows what you want from Rostrum so your needs are met.
Rostrum isn’t an overnight panacea: attending regularly is the key to success.
Be open to criticism both positive and negative. Ensure you utilise this feedback in subsequent presentations.
“Welcome…I hope your association with Rostrum is long and fruitful.”
Fmn Tess McDonagh
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Preparation ACTION
for the International
Women’s Day
Debate
(Clockwise from
Left): Sprs Diane
Fuglsang, Team
Member Lorraine
Redway, Mentor
Martin stone. Team
Member Sally
Chandler and Karen
Macpherson

International Women’s
Day Debate March 2016
“Wonderful, inspiring, and
highly entertaining” were
the words Ms Cassy
O’Connor MP used to
describe the debate ‘That
Men are Feminism’s
Greatest Asset’; an initiative
of Di Fuglsang which took
place on March 8, 2016

International Women’s Day to a full house. Three
politicians, namely the Speaker of the House, the
Hon Elise Archer MP, Ms Rebecca White MP and Ms
Cassy O’Connor MP argued the case for the
affirmative, against the Rostrum team of Lorraine
Redway, Sally Chandler and Elizabeth Reidy arguing

for the negative.
The consummate ease of the politicians in arguing
the case for the affirmative left the audience in no
doubt that Men are Indeed Feminism’s Greatest
Asset , despite a sterling and spirited defence by
members of Rostrum arguing that Men are Not
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Feminism’s Greatest Asset.
Parliament House in Hobart has now been
host to two ground-breaking Rostrum
debates. In 1996 – now referred to as the
Great Debate had the topic, ‘That
Tasmania’s Greatest Asset is its People’, the
brainchild of the late Graham Richards. It
was Graham’s idea of celebrating 50 years of
Rostrum in Tasmania and resulted in
breaking the entry for Non-stop Debating in
the Guinness Book of Records. The late
Michael Hodgman MHA declared the debate
closed after 29 days, 4 hours, 3 minutes and

20 seconds; it was indeed
a marathon effort by all
those involved. The
steering committee for the
Great Debate was made up
of Peter Edwards, Lyn
Headlam, Helen
Hutchinson, Sue Kelly, Leo
Morgan, Geoff Rosan and
the late Graham Richards;
all made members of the
‘Above and Beyond Club’.
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Members know the importance of developing good communication skills. Let us help
young people to develop their confidence and speaking skills in a supportive
environment. through their involvement in Rostrum Voice of Youth.
Entries close on April 1st. With no restriction for the number of entries per school it may be
necessary to conduct heats in the week prior to the Regional Finals.
Rostrum members are encouraged to be involved.
What can you do?
Contact your Regional Coordinator and volunteer your time and skills.
The 2016 Regional Coordinators are:
South:
Karen Macpherson 0474 452 437
North West: Tess McDonagh
0428 717 382
North:
Jenny Fraser
0417 160 707
What are the rewards? The satisfaction of knowing you have supported a young person
who has accepted the challenge to be involved. Help their voices to be heard.
Key dates:
Possible Heats (April 30 – May 4th)
Regional Finals:
South - The Friends’ School, Clemes campus: Saturday May 7th, 9.30 and 1.30
NW - Marist Regional College:
Friday May 6th, 6.30 pm
North - Scotch Oakburn College:
Saturday May 7th, 1pm
The State Final will be in Launceston at 1.00pm at Scotch Oakburn on Saturday June 4th
The National Final will be in Melbourne on Saturday July 30th.
Put these date in your diary now and get excited!
This year perpetual shields, in honour of Freeman Malcolm Grant, OAM will be
presented to the winning schools along with Encouragement Awards at Regional level.
Thank you to our 2016 sponsors
Rotary Club of Hobart

Rotary Club of
Tamar Sunrise

Wordpower
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In December last year Tasmania lost another stalwart of Rostrum, my father, Freeman John Gerrard.
John joined Rostrum in 1967 and became a Freeman in 1984. He was actively involved at Club level
assuming the roles of President, Secretary and Treasurer for Clubs 5 and 9 over many years. He was also
Northern Vice President and State President in 1982.
John was a great advocate for Rostrum in the community and was the Northern Voice of Youth
Coordinator in 1976, a role I have continued for the past 18 years. I remember that he would regularly
adjudicate school debates. In fact, he was the Foundation President, State Team Selector and Assistant
Coach for the Tasmanian Debating Association. He was also Manager of the Tasmanian Students’
Debating Team that were National winners in 1980. He was an accredited coach for the national finals for
the senior team in 1977 and junior team in 1980. John would regularly support the students in Lions
Youth of the Year, Jaycees Youth Speaks for Australia and Rostrum Voice of Youth. He was instrumental in
my success at the National finals of Youth Speaks for Australia and the International Training in
Communication speech contests. He was a very proud grandfather when Kate won the National Final of
Rostrum Voice of Youth in 2002.
His involvement extended to conducting a Rhetoric Public Speaking class in Launceston for 9 years and he
would be critic on a regular basis for Penguin clubs, Toastmistress and Rostrum Clubs. Linley recalls being
delighted with my father’s knowledge and skill in his training and crits.
He was instrumental in conducting Critics Training Courses and encouraged Rod and I to attend our first
course in 1978. He attended and passed Rostrum courses in both Tasmania and Victoria.
His Rostrum training skills were no doubt invaluable when he assumed numerous treasurer roles in the
Uniting Church, Presidency positions for P & F Associations, including President of the Combined Council
of Parents for Independent Schools in Tasmania and National Vice President of the Australian Parents
Council in 1974. He was a long term Board member at several nursing homes and extremely active in
Freemasonry for over 60 years.
It was only natural that Rod and I would continue in his footsteps after the inspiration he provided in so
many areas. One of my proudest moments was when he was present when I was recognised as a
Freeman. He was equally thrilled when Rod received the same honour in 2015.
Parents have a profound impact on our lives and we learn from their example. Although we are not
explicitly taught, we absorb their interests and compassion. For my father it was his passion to help
others to develop their communication skills that provides a lasting legacy. Rostrum provided him with
the tools and the platform to make this happen and continues to provide inspiration for others to follow
in his footsteps.
Jenny Fraser
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1998 Club 15 celebrating
winning the Founder
Allan Crook Award for
the second year in a row

Mr Ferdy Lyze worm
farmer extraordinaire

Christmas 1997, Fmn Terry (R) with
his wife Annette (L)

Terence
Henry
Taylor

Terry with Allan
Miettinen’s dog

Demonstration: removing
nails from a piece of wood.
With Trevor Saward.
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5/3/45 - 27/1/2016
It is sad to record the passing of Fmn Terry Taylor, who played a fundamental part of the life of Club 15. In the eulogy
given by Spr Steve Gardiner, at his funeral on 8th February in the Baptist Church, Wynyard, mention was made of the
memorable contributions Terry made in a range other community groups. I would like to record very special roles he
played in Club 15, teaching by example, and by his dedication to Rostrum principles.
Service in Club 15:
He joined Club 15 in 1974, was Club President in 1977 and was also President when the Club won the
Founder Alan Crook Award, for the second consecutive year in 1998.
Honorary Life Member of Club 15 in 2002. This was conferred by Club 15 when he was summoned to
appear before” The Criminal Court”, and charged with “excessive zeal in the pursuit of Rostrum ideals”. He was Found
Guilty and presented with Life Membership.
In 2004 The Annual Terry Taylor award was inaugurated, as a gift from Ian and Anne Rowe for outstanding
service to Club 15.
In 1996 he received the honour of Freeman of Rostrum.
He delighted in giving many demonstrations, including:
20 Different ways to remove a nail from a piece of wood
The (carpentry) tools needed for a perfect speech
Body language
Mr Ferdy Lyze, Worm Farmer extraordinaire with special equipment for putting a left-hand thread into worms.
His amazing correspondence, on behalf of the Club, included:
A letter to the Bureau of Meteorology on the naming of cyclones,
Letter from a Mrs Elizabeth Lost-a-donk and her claiming damages after a Rostrum member had backed into her
Humber Super Snipe
Letter from Interpol claiming that a member of Club 15 was actually an international spy.
Motions proposed by Terry : that Municipal Rates be linked to the Annual Rainfall.
and that marriage licences be transferrable.

Terry had a massive stroke in 2004, from which he was not expected to recover.
However, with all possible physiotherapy and medical treatment, and with the astonishing
devotion and drive of Annette, he regained health sufficient to allow him to go home for a
few days at a time. But eventually, he needed to be under 24 hours care in a Nursing home, and
died a few days ago.
I remember Terry for the amazing encouragement he gave us all, especially those who were experiencing difficulties.
He was always able to incorporate learning into whatever sort of larrikinism he perpetrated upon us. He had great
courage, dealing with his own stutter, but showed that he could overcome this by strength of will, just forging ahead
to the punch-line.
Most of all I loved him for his irrepressible, mischievous humour.
Mary Kille
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This all starts with our lord and master Dave Asten. He is
seeing something in the paper about a jobs fair at Burnie,
and he is sending an email to Tess McDonagh and types as
follows:
“why don’t youse run a stand at this fair?” So Tess decides
that this is a GOOD IDEA and emails everyone left right
and centre even to the uttermost end of the world (ie
Wynyard), and enquires of us wot our thoughts might be.
Now us in Rostrum are fairly slow moving so Tess is
deciding that we should do this and is making an
unauthorised and unilateral decision to book a stand. We
are accepting this, as we cannot gainsay Tess when she is
in a unilateral mood even though we are normally very
multilateral people.
Furthermore, Tess is now a freeman and is held in great
esteem by all and sundry. I myself am thinking she should
be a freewoman, but I am now realising that this is a
contradiction in terms, as women are high maintenance
items and not to mention high capital costs as well and it
turns out in fact that it is a good idea, as many citizens
rock up to this fair and are enlightened as to the
multitudinous benefits of joining Rostrum.
The exhibition was organised by the Australian
Government Department of Employment and held in the
Burnie Arts & Function centre. There were 53 stalls. Some
were Employers who advertised jobs on a board at the
front of the hall. It was reported at the end of the day that
all positions had been filled – a pleasing outcome for those
concerned. Many stalls were manned by Education and/
or Training Institutions or Government Departments, State or Federal. There was a Not For
Profit Organisation specialising in mentoring and a couple of organisations offering assistance
in Business support for new and existing businesses.
Attendance was divided into two main groups – about 50% being those seeking work and
mature age students, the other half being school groups. Having attended a similar event
about 10 years ago where school groups dominated the change in focus was interesting. There
were a number of mature age job seekers/students who were interested in what rostrum
offered and discussed hoping for help with job interviews, building confidence, presenting
assessments orally and talking to groups. Some 11/12 students had similar questions but in
general were more focussed on the approach “I’m interested as I think it would be useful
because I would like to be ....”
With the younger students and their teachers, it was a good opportunity to promote Voice of Youth and remind them of the success
of two North West Coasters in last year’s competition. It was a valuable exercise and thoroughly enjoyable. At least 50 people
approached us, and while this may not translate into an immediate influx of new members it has enabled Rostrum to be more
visible in the community, especially among those who are in the market to improve their communication skills.
Joan Harvey, with introduction by Reg Harvey (with apologies to Damon Runyon)

Wordpower
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On Tuesday 23 February 2016, Linda Benneworth was inducted as a member of
Rostrum Club No 14 for the second time.
In (L) Linda’s words…..
“As our President, Speaker Richard pointed out, I was first a member last century,
however due to my travelling commitments for work, was forced to resign my
membership. I really enjoyed those breakfast meetings 15 or so years ago, not just
hearing the speakers and their interesting talks or speeches, but sharing in the
fellowship of this lovely group of people. I’m really pleased to say nothing has
changed, except that the group has grown considerably, and amongst the friendly
familiar faces are lots more friendly faces. Retirement has allowed me to take on a
new ‘career’ as a Civil Celebrant, and I know Rostrum will help me develop the skills and confidence required in my
new role.” Linda’s smile and warmth of personality has certainly brightened up our meetings at Clubs 9 and 14. In
the coming weeks our members are looking forward to Linda conducting a renewal of wedding vows ceremony for
Jeanne and Clarrie Pryor. This must certainly be a first for Rostrum!
Our Club President, Richard Klekociuk, is responsible for our interesting and creative programming. In recent
weeks, members were challenged to consider the importance of timing and were given exactly 300 seconds to
speak. At another meeting members were given the first few words of their
speech such as 300 steps, 300gsm, 300 fence posts and 300 stitches. Members
have the freedom to be creative and at a recent meeting where members recited
poetry our regular visitor, Club 9 President, Matthew Connelley (L) sang his lyrics
while playing his guitar. A special treat for all those present.
Those travelling to Launceston would be most welcome to join one of our
meetings:
Club 14 meet at Kameo Coffee Lounge, 97 St John Street on Tuesdays at 7.30am
Club 9 meet at Samuel Pepy’s in York Town Square on Thursdays at 7.30am
Freeman Jenny Fraser

Five members from Clubs 9 and 14 attended the University Market Day in February. The purpose of the day was
for university students to see what the broader community has to offer. Club 14 member Jonathan Morris, set up
the stall and Rostrum banners and those assisting chatted to interested students and lecturers about the services
that Rostrum could provide.
The day is also very useful to renew our connections with the armed forces who direct potential recruits our way
who need to develop their confidence and interview skills. University students and lecturers are also introduced
to the benefits of Rostrum.
Members may remember Gabriel Patston-Gill (R), a former student
from Huonville High and past National finalist in Rostrum Voice of
Youth. He is studying in Launceston and hopes to assist with the
conduct of Rostrum Voice of Youth and join us at our meetings when
his studies allow.
Freeman Jenny Fraser (Far R)
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It’s time Rostrum had a T-shirt that advertised its wares. A T-shirt that is eye catching,
perhaps quirky and succinctly explains Rostrum’s function.
Competition brief:
Design a T- shirt that incorporates either the Rostrum R logo (insert logo) or Rostrum find
your voice logo (insert logo), a catch phrase and the Rostrum website.
As the design will be printed on cotton the Rostrum logo must be either a 300 dpi or
illustrator EPS image. This can be obtained by contacting Jenny Blain
jennyb.ninox@gmail.com.
Send your design to Tess McDonagh t.mcdonagh@bigpond.com by 30th June. Your name
will go into a draw to receive a life subscription to WordPower or a night out with the State
President, Freeman Dave Asten.
Freeman Tess McDonagh

(Below): Fmn Tess’s T-shirt design

Recently Club 11 Burnie undertook a session in Short Notice
Speeches with the topic of “Colours” as part of their pre Easter
meeting with refreshments. The experienced speakers created
in their mind a scene containing a multitude of colours such as
the cat walk, clothing, a garden or a charity. Other ideas could
include the car show, picnics, the bush or the beach. So at a
moment’s notice they could set their scene and focus on the
colour they had drawn from the hat. Ed.
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This report covers one of my strangest experiences as a psychiatrist, which occurred during one of my annual clinics in rural
Tuscany. Indeed, it is beautiful part of the world, though it is populated with far too many people who require my services.
Iwas surprised by what I saw when the patient in question, Pinocchio, entered my rooms. He was a small, odd-looking boy,
with sharp, angular features, a pointy nose and skin the texture of oak.
When invited to come closer he walked to my couch like he suffered from some severe arthritic condition. He moved stiffly,
with a strange bouncing gait as if suspended from above. I instructed him to lie on the couch, upon which he collapsed onto
the seat like a load of twigs being tossed next to a fire.
When the patient looked moderately comfortable I began my examination.
“What is your name?“ I asked.
“Brian“ he responded, and out of the corner of my eye I was surprised to see his nose grow towards the ceiling by at least an
inch.
“How old are you?”
“102” came the answer, and again his proboscis climbed toward the heavens.
“What do you do for a living?”
“I’m a concert pianist”, his nostrils flared and continued their ascent.
I put my quill down and leaned forward to address him.
“No Pinocchio, you are a boy, you have a troubled past and you’ve been sent here by your Father, Geppetto to see if I can
help.”
He sat up quickly and screamed at me “So you are my Father’s puppet.”
I stood sharply, and responded, “No Pinocchio, I believe YOU are your Father’s Puppet” and then, in a more measured tone
“I’m here to help you, now lay back and we will proceed with the treatment.”
I continued my questioning but the boy was such an habitual liar that his nose soon reached the low ceiling, at which point he
became wedged to the extent he was stuck. Try as I may, I couldn’t summons the strength to release him - he was well and
truly trapped.
I instructed my personal assistant to make haste and notify the Fire Brigade, and within the hour they’d arrived. Upon seeing
the boy and his predicament they immediately resolved that removing the steel legs from the piece of furniture on which he
lay would allow us the opportunity to lower the couch and release him. We all concurred it was a sound plan.
Alas, this is where it all began to go horribly wrong!
In order to lower the couch the Firemen had to first use a saw to cut through the metal legs. This, in turn, created a spark
which, whilst the boy was still trapped, ignited the fabric of the couch.
In a manner I’ve never before witnessed my patient suddenly ignited and burned like he was dry kindling. Soon he was reduced
to nothing more than a small pile of ashes on the floor.
It is with great sadness I submit this report to the Psychoanalyst disciplinary committee. I now fully understand that I’m not
allowed to set fire to patients, even when they lie, and fully expect to be disbarred. In conclusion, I accept my fate, and believe
my talents may be more suited to working in a crematorium.
Yours sincerely,
Dr Emil Schaffhausen (Eamonn Shorter)
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The Annual Angophora Tree Soapbox topic of “What Australia
Really Needs is……”
Creating a Peace Corp, competed with bringing back Trains for
Tassie, competed with not remaining silent on issues of public
import – be it political or religious were among some of the
topics raised today by participants in the Annual Angophora Tree
Soapbox Speaking Competition for 2016. The soapbox gathering
of Rostrum stalwarts shown here in the photograph at the
Angophora Tree is an annual barbeque hosted by Rostrum Club
8 since the planting of Rostrum’s angophora tree at Cornelian
Bay in 2000.
Today’s winner, by acclaim, of the superb vintage donated from
the Beswick cellar was a fortunate Leo Morgan (shown in the
photo receiving his prize from Club 8 President Ricky Beswick).
An entertaining time was had by all who attended.
Diane Golden

The plate next to the angophora tree in Wynyard (R) shows that it was
planted in 1980 as a 50th celebration of the start of Rostrum in Australia.
I believe Malcolm played a significant part in its planting, with Councillor
French (Warden of Wynyard) officiating. My recollection is that Malcolm
was Tas President that year. Linley Grant
When the National President David Matters comes down on 26 Feb, I
intend to show him the tree, as it is a Sydney native, and a reminder of
the first Rostrum meeting in Australia in 1930 . Dave Asten
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Rostrum Club 9 has had an encouraging start to 2016. At the end of 2015 we lost several key members of the club to
various life circumstances. However, thanks to a committed group of eight members, and several regular visitors and
guests, Club 9 continues to be a vibrant and enthusiastic club, even on gradually cooling Thursday mornings. Over the
last few months, we have listened to speeches that have varied from the comic to the serious. There has been a bit of
everything; from musical performances to speeches presented by a plush toy lamb called Lambie (no relation to Jacqui!)
As a club, we continue to seek to encompass people’s interests and passions, and help them to grow as speakers, and as
people, wherever they are in life.
Members of Club 9 have also been keenly involved in debating over the last few months. Three speakers from
Club 9, Frm Rod Fraser, Spr Will Cassidy, and Spr Matthew Connelley, represented the north of the state in a
debate against the north- west at the recent state council meeting, and performed strongly in an admirable
victory. These three speakers have also been involved in the Northern Schools Senior Debating Roster as both
adjudicators and mentors, and Spr Matthew had continued in his role as the adjudication coordinator for the
competition.
It is our sincere hope in the coming months to increase the number of members of the club, and we have made
connections through both the university and several schools, in the hope of drawing new people in. Last year
we had several students who joined the club, and we were fortunately able to help them grow and develop as
speakers to meet their particular circumstances. This is a statement from one of them, who was finishing grade
12, and looking to go into the Defence Force.
It was a pleasure to attend Rostrum over the course of 6 months. I first heard
about Rostrum through a defence force recruiter who suggested that it could help to
improve confidence and public speaking but I found Rostrum to be more than
that. I found Rostrum to be warm and welcoming even on cold and bitter
mornings. It was enjoyable to turn up and listen to the skill, experience and
wisdom of all the members most of whom have attended for years. I began to look
forward to my Thursday mornings down at Samuel Pepy’s with Club 9 as a
chance to share my own experiences and ideas whilst also being intrigued and
entertained by the many different characters and voices of Rostrum. The people at
Rostrum are certainly some of the friendliest people I have encountered and every
speech was engaging and full of wisdom. I would recommend Rostrum to everyone
but especially to anyone who enjoys sharing opinions, who enjoys talking, who
wants to improve their public speaking or anyone who generally appreciates
meeting new warm-hearted people.
As a club, we look forward to what the year holds, and we are
grateful to all who contribute to this small, but enthusiastic club.
Spr Matthew Connelley
President - Rostrum Club 9

Fmn Mary Kille (L) is involved in her first protest against the clear
felling of Lapoinya coup in support of Roger, John and Brett in
front of the court House on 15 March, 2016. Maureen Bradley
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On the 12th November 1944 I was
discovered under a bed in London where my
very pregnant mother had dived during an
air raid warning. My Fire Warden father at
first mistook me for an unexploded German
bomb until realising what he at first had
taken to be a partly detonated fuse was in
fact the umbilical cord.
One might have thought his unwitting
prescience would have served as a caution
in my journey through life. Alas, it has not
curbed my tendency to rattle and shake
things until either something drops out, or,
they explode.
It is thus with some trepidation that I take
on the role as Treasurer for Rostrum
Tasmania. Richard Morriss

Been involved in Software development for 16 years and surfing
for 40, so you can see where my priorities lie.
My work motto is creating Order from chaos and the photo that
best describes me is attached.
Michael Evans

Wordpower
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BBQ at West Beach, first

Was that the Dynamic Duo?

Spr Allan Miettinen inducting Spr

In the past I have written articles for WordPower titled
‘Dynamic Duo’ and ‘Dynamic Duo Strikes Again’ or titles
to that effect. The articles reveal how two Rostrum super
heroes save the day at the Rural Clinical, Burnie by
delivering burgeoning medical students from the
darkness of speaking ineptness to the light of waxing
lyrical.
The year is 2016 and little has changed except one of the
super heroes-Freeman Jill has been scripted out of the

plot due to illness- but take heart WordPower devotees Freeman Tess continued on
in spite of this cataclysmic team void.
With cape and bag I set off on the 9th February for the Rural Clinical School. My
mission was to empower thirty fourth year medical students with skills, skills that
would enable them to conquer any presentation scenario: patient case studies,
departmental tutorials, patient consults and horror of all horrors: tutorials to senior
staff.
I only had four and a half hours to complete my mission: instruct, watch the super
heroes in training present and critique.
Each super hero in training had to give a four minute presentation on a set topic
after fifteen minutes of marshalling intelligence. Who they were to divulge this
sensitive information to was predetermined as was the side they would be
defending. For example, one of the topics was titled: ‘Too much money is spent on
the last year of life’; the audience: the Association of Independent Retirees.
I returned home that afternoon feeling slightly fatigued but immensely satisfied
that another mission had been completed in the name of truth, justice and the
Rostrum way.
Freeman Tess - a legend in my own…

Fmn Jill Brasch winner of the Spr
Peter Shrosbree Intra-club Speaking
Competition for 2015

With pointed fangs, I sit and wait; with piercing force I crunch out fate, grabbing
victims, proclaiming might, physically joining with a single bite! What am I? (Answer
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City Slickers or Country Bumpkins were the
topics for Club 11’s Friday Dinner meeting

The National President David Matters addresses the Annual General Meeting in Burnie on Saturday 27th February, 2016

Three VPs :-Sth Spr Diane Golden, Nth Fmn
Rod Fraser and NW Fmn Tess McDonagh

Wordpower
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ROSTRUM HONOURS LOCAL TEACHER

(L-R): Fmn Dave Asten, Tess McDonagh

Tess McDonagh. long -standing teacher at Marist Regional
College, has received the prestigious "Freeman" award from
National Rostrum President, David Matters in recognition of her
outstanding service to the Rostrum Club of Burnie over the
past 11 years and previous work in N.S.W. Tess has been
particularly active in the organisation of the Voice of Youth
competition, which provides local schoolchildren with the
opportunity to develop public speaking skills and compete

Dave Matters made a special trip to the State Rostrum AGM in order to present the award to Tess.
Local Rostrum clubs meet in Wynyard on Wednesdays and Burnie on Thursdays and will welcome new members who would like
to develop skills in public speaking and meeting procedures or build self confidence.
For further information, visit www.rostrum.com.au/Tasmania
Tim McCarthy
(Published in The Advocate on Tuesday 5/4/2016)

Affirmative Team (L-R): Sprs Will Cassidy,

Chairman of the Adjudicating Panel
Fmn Helen Hutchinson

Negative Team (L-R): Sprs Ian

(L) Fmn Helen
Hutchinson &
David Matters
enjoy some
Fmn Jill Brasch
for the first time
in 20 years
doesn’t have to
stay for SC
Meeting

Gai Cunningham
Newsletter Editor
Phone: 6431 9135
Email: gai.cunningham@gmail.com
17 Abbott St, Burnie, 7320

Rostrum is on line at http://www.rostrum.com.au/
Google Rostrum Australia Find your voice and
several examples of the National Webpage will
come up
Any questions, please contact Fmn Jenny Blain
the webmaster@rostrum.com.au
Additional functionality is available for registered
members.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT NEWSLETTER IS

8th August, 2016

Access to the private part of Rostrum Tasmania
will be accomplished. Enquiries

EVENTS FOR 2016

tasenquiries@rostrum.com.au

State Council Office Bearers 2016
President Fmn David Asten (Club 2 &3)
Vice-Presidents

(Clubs will be advised of any amendments or additions)

April
30April—May 4 RVOY Heats

North Fmn Rod Fraser (Club 9 &14)

May

Northwest

6

NW Regional Finals RVOY Marist College Friday
6:30 pm

7

S Regional Finals RVOY 9:30&1:30 Clemes Friends

7

N Regional Finals RVOY 1pm Scotch Oakburn
College

Fmn Tess McDonagh (Club 11)

South Spr Diane Golden (Club 3)
Secretary Spr Lorraine Redway (Club 3)
Treasurer Spr Richard Morriss ( Club 11)
Auditor

Spr Harvey Lennon (Club 8)

Public Officer
Fmn Geoff Rosan (Club 3)

June
4

State Final RVOY in Launceston
2nd State Council Meeting Launceston TBC

Training Officers

July

North Fmn Jenny Fraser (Club 14)

29-30

ARC Meeting Melbourne

Northwest Fmn Helen Hutchinson (Club 11)

30

National RVOY in Melbourne

South Spr Martin Stone (Club 2)

August

Promotions & Marketing Vacant

8

Deadline for Wordpower Edition 77

September

Rostrum Voice of Youth State Coordinator
& North Fmn Jenny Fraser (Club 14)

3

Northwest Fmn Tess McDonagh (Club 11)
South Spr Karen Macpherson (Club 3)

November

SC Meeting Teleconference

October
19

SC Meeting, Novice Speakers Competition
SJMMA and State Dinner

Editor WordPower

28

Spr Gai Cunningham (Club 11)

December Most Clubs break up

Deadline for Wordpower Edition 78

Archives Fmn Linley Grant (Club 3)
Tasmanian Website Coordinator
Spr Michael Evans (Club 3)

National RVOY Coordinator Fmn Jenny Fraser
ARC Vice President Fmn Dave Asten
Answer from P 17: A stapler
Printed by the Office of Brett Whiteley MP

Charley, a new retiree greeter at K-mart just couldn’t seem to get to
work on time. Every day he was 5, 10. 15 minutes late., but he was a
good worker, really tidy, clean-shaven, sharp-minded and a real credit
co the company, obviously demonstrating their “Older Person Friendly”
policies.
One day the boss called him into the office for a talk, encouraging his
good work ethic but querying his continuing lateness. Charley relied he
was working on it. The manager then inquired what the Armed Forces
had to say when Charley turned up late so often.
Charley looked at the floor then said with a grin, ”They usually saluted
and said, ’Good Morning Admiral. Can I get you, your coffee, Sir?’“

